
Summer Reading Assignments 
2019-2020 School Year 

Note to Parents and Students:  Please purchase a copy of each book you/your student has to read, especially so that he/she can 
annotate while reading and so that he/she will have it when it is used in the respective class during the school year.  Copies can be 
ordered online at several websites; you may purchase used copies. 
 

English I (Honors) Mrs. Eymard (eymard.charlene@stcharlescatholic.org) or Mrs. Stuart (stuart.kimberly@stcharlescatholic.org)  
 

**This course is for students in the 8tth or 9th grade who are enrolled in English I-Honors. 
 

Lord of the Flies   by:  William Golding (ISBN 0399501487 OR 978-0399501487) 
 
Be aware that the incoming non-honors 8th grade will be reading the same book but have a different assignment.  This is the English 
I-HONORS assignment for the novel. 
 

Objective and summative assessment will take place during the first two weeks of school.  
 

Please be aware that students will have to obtain one or two other novels at some point during the school year. Students will be 
given ample time to obtain a copy when necessary.  
 

Some of the assignment requires you to use outside sources (Internet or Dictionary).  Please understand that the majority of your 
information should be paraphrased and/or summarized and not directly quoted. 
 

With the exception of definitions in Part I of the assignment and the Bibliographic information in Part II. #1, at no point should 
you copy and paste from Spark Notes or a similar website. All work should be a reflection of your own original thoughts.  
 

PLAGIARISM FROM ANOTHER SOURCE AND/OR CLASSMATE WILL RESULT IN A FAILING GRADE.  
 

Part I.  Definitions 
Students should define the following words on loose leaf before reading the novel. These definitions will help them better 
understand the elements of a novel/story, and, therefore, the plot of the story.  
1. setting 
2. exposition  
3. rising action 
4. climax 
5. falling action 
6. resolution  
 

Part II:  Data Sheet 
On LOOSE LEAF PAPER and in BLUE OR BLACK INK, follow the instructions for a Data Sheet.  You should also expect to 
take a test on the story during the first two weeks of school.  
1. Complete a bibliographic reference.   
       Author’s name (last, first) 
       Title of Book (underlined and properly capitalized) 
       Publishing Company 
       Publishing City (if more than one, only write the first) 
       Year of Publication (if multiple dates, choose the most recent) 
 

2. What kind of genre is this novel (fiction, non-fiction, play, autobiography, short story, poetry, epic poem)? 
 

3. Research the author and write a short paragraph about him. Include (1) the author’s date of birth, (2) author’s date of death (if 
applicable), (3) author’s educational background, (4) author’s occupation, (5) other significant literary works by author, (6) 
important awards or recognition of author, (7) an interesting quote from the author, and (8) one unusual fact about the author. 

 

4. Historical information about the period of publication.  In one short paragraph, describe what was happening at the time that the 
novel was written and published?  Do not discuss the setting of the novel; discuss only the time period when the novel was 
written and published. For example, you can write about important social or political events, fads or trends, famous people of 
the time, literary movements, etc. 

 

5. Setting:   
a) Describe the setting. (If there are multiple settings, describe at least two of them.)  
b) Tell how is the setting important for the major characters? 

 



6. Plot summary:  In a written paragraph, write a summary that identifies the five major plot elements.  Your plot summary should 
be approximately a half a page in length and it should cover the entire novel.  Write in complete sentences. 
a) Exposition 
b) rising action 
c) climax 
d) falling action 
e) resolution 

 
7.    Possible themes:  Discuss at least two possible themes or lessons found in the literary work.   

a) Each theme should be stated in a complete sentence.  
b) After stating the theme, explain how it is demonstrated.  For example: 

 

One of the themes of J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone is the value of humility.  This theme is demonstrated 
when Harry, who is humble, doesn’t brag about himself yet is more successful than Draco Malfoy who does brag about his family 
and their money and power. 
 

8     Personal thoughts on the novel:  Conclude with your own original ideas about the book.  Write a simple paragraph that  
addresses the following:  

• What did you learn from the book? 
• To what extent is this book relevant to teenagers living in the 21st Century?  Explain your answer. 
• To what extent did you enjoy the reading experience? Explain your answer. 

 

 


